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One of our favorite Advent traditions at FPCSR is the Alternative Giving Fair held in Canoles 
with coffee, sweets, gingerbread house-making with the children, and many tables of items and 
ways to support a variety of service organizations through your purchases and contributions. Of 
course, we will not have the in-person Fair this year, but the Mission Committee has put 
together a list of those organizations so that you can still have the opportunity to assist these 
important causes and give unique alternative gifts to your friends and families.  

So, brew a cup of coffee or tea, have a sweet, and enjoy shopping and supporting these 
organizations virtually. 

 

1. Equal Exchange coffee and chocolate  

 
 
In 1986, Equal Exchange was founded to challenge the existing 
international trade model, which favors large plantations, agri-business, 
and multi-national corporations. Equal Exchange supports small farmers 
and connects consumers and producers through information, education, 
and the exchange of products in the marketplace. With our founding, we 
joined a growing movement of small farmers, alternative traders (ATOs), 
religious organizations, and non-profits throughout the world with like-
minded principles and objectives. Underlying our work is the belief that 

only through organization, can small farmers survive and thrive. The cooperative model has been 
essential for building this model of change. 

Take a look at their website to find chocolate bars, teas and coffees, and much 
more: https://equalexchange.coop/ 
 
 
 
 
 



 
  
2. Homeward Bound 
 

 
Fresh Starts Culinary Academy is Homeward Bound’s flagship 
job-training program, serving low-income students from the 
community as well as Homeward Bound residents. At this time, 
our staff continues working to connect graduates with 
employment opportunities and resources. Fresh Starts Culinary 
Academy has been designed for students to build skills in two 
Homeward Bound kitchens with the added opportunity to work 

at Fresh Starts Chef Events, a series of celebrity chef dinners produced by Homeward Bound. 
To support Homeward Bound, select from a list of products on their website and arrange to pick 
up from their Novato location. Their products include truffles, dog treats, jams, and seasonal 
specials. 
https://hbofm.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/11/Halo-Order-Form-Retail-Nov.-2019.pdf 
  

3. SERRV -A Better World in the Making 

 
 
Since 1949, fighting global poverty through fair and ethical 
trade 

One of the first fair trade organizations in the world, SERRV 
International began its mission by helping displaced 
European refugees trade their handcrafts for income after the 
Second World War. Since then, we've extended our reach to 
24 countries worldwide, working to empower over 8,000 

artisans and farmers every year by selling their beautiful handcrafts. 

Mission Statement: To empower small-scale global artisans and farmers through long-term 
trading partnerships, helping them build sustainable employment, resources, rights, and a vision 
of hope in their communities. 

Creating employment; Paying fair wages; Encouraging sustainable practices; Supporting 
community development; Preserving traditional crafting techniques. 

Look at the catalog on the website and order from an array of products including ceramics, 
scarves, table and kitchen decorations, wall art, jewelry and more.  
 https://www.serrv.org/product/serrv-catalog/serrv-resources 

  

 

 

 



4. Heifer 
 

Founded in 1944 and based in Little Rock, Arkansas, Heifer 
International is a global nonprofit working to eradicate poverty and 
hunger through sustainable, values-based community 
development. The organization has provided livestock and training 
to millions of families in more than 125 countries, helping them to 
improve their lives and move toward greater self-reliance. One of 
their global initiatives focuses on agroecology through teaching 

environmentally sound agricultural techniques to farmers around the world. Go to the Heifer 
website to select livestock. A donation will provide a family with the means to not only feed 
themselves but also to generate food for income. https://www.heifer.org/gift-catalog/index.html 
 
5. Seeds of Learning 
 

Seeds of Learning is a non-profit organization dedicated to better 
the educational opportunities in rural Latin America. They work with 
North and Central Americans to build and equip schools in 
Nicaragua and El Salvador, educate kids and adults, and promote 
cultural understanding. The Learning Centers they’ve built in a 
variety of communities have become the hub of the community 

where children and adults learn a variety of skills and receive educational support. SOL is also 
working with farmers in Puerto Rico teaching sustainable farming techniques. You can help by 
contributing towards any of the following: backpacks for children to carry books, primary school 
scholarships, set of school supplies, set of books for the Learning Centers, laptops for high 
school and university distance learning. You can find these and other items on the Seeds of 
Learning https://www.seedsoflearning.org/ways-to-give/alternative-giving/ 

Notify Lorna Wuertz (lornawuertz@sbcglobal.net) and she will send you a slip of paper with a 
photo and explanation of the item you have purchased which you can include in a card to your 
gift recipient. 

 

6. Young Moms of Marin and families of students at Laurel Dell School 

 

Make a contribution to FPCSR and designate for gift cards for 
the YMM's and school families so that the moms and their 
families can have special food, clothing and toys this Christmas. 
Suggested stores include Safeway, Kohls, Trader Joe’s, Target, 
and Grocery Outlet. We'll send you a receipt and thank you card. 
 
 
 
  

 



7. Photographs from John Steiner 
 
John has created sets of his photographs which can be used as thank-you, sympathy, or get-
well cards. Each set contains 6 pictures of his pictures of flowers, trees, oceans and mountains. 
The cost is $15. John will donate 50% of his proceeds to the Church Emergency housing fund. 
Please send your order to John at johnnyup61@gmail.com. He will deliver them to the church 
for pick up. John will have cards available at the church during his online concert on Dec. 18. 
  

8. Contributions to the church are welcome at any time designated to organizations such as the 
Presbyterian Disaster Assistance, Marin Interfaith Council, the Street Chaplaincy, and TransHeartline House. 
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